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by leaving him with his grandmother, he cried all night long. His
grandfather undertook to "raise1" him, so George has spent much
time with the old man. The maternal uncles have also played a part,
either as older brothers or substitute fathers, and he evidently admires
them greatly, except for the youngest (fifteen years old) whom he
fears. When one uncle was drafted, the others taught George the
sweathouse songs so that he could join them in the sweatbath before
the uncle went off to war. Now he takes sweatbaths with his grand-
father and taunts his youngest uncle with being afraid to try it. The
maternal relatives have taken the father's place further in that they
farm George's mother's place for her. Although George is the oldest
boy, and old enough to help with the work, neither he nor his brother
seem to do much except play. The youngest uncle says they are both
lazy.
Beginning with the grandparents, the whole family has been to
school, most members for five or six years. At home, Navaho inter-
spersed with English is the language used, and the children have
considerable acquaintance with English before they come to school.
The mother went away to Catholic boarding schools for part of her
education. The grandparents* home is more Indian than white in
its furnishings, but the mother's might almost be a white rancher's
cabin. The chief difference is that it has only a dirt floor. The whole
family is listed as Catholic. However, when George fell off a fence at
the age of a year and a half and hurt his head, the family called in
a Singer.
The grandfather has served as a tribal official for the past twelve
years. He and his family make a better-than-average income from
then- farming and their sheep, yet they are always hard up and often
need relief supplies, probably because of the large number of de-
pendents. They dress George and his brother and sister in good
clothes for school.
George calls his grandmother "mama" and his mother by her first
name (in English). He seems to regard his mother more as an older
sister than as a parent. He and his younger brother used to fight
so much that they were kept apart, but they have outgrown this and
now play together, though they do not seem especially fond of each
other. The younger boy is much more active and quick than George
and is frequently compared to him by the family to George's dis-
paragement. George Ukes to tease his sister and cousin by eaves-